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In spite of all the progress that may be made in pre-
venting fires, whether by improvements in building con- Firoextin~
struction, by the safeguarding of dangerous occupations,
or by education of the people to the use of greater caution,
fires will doubtless occur from time to time In all cities.
Provision must everywhere continue to be made, there-
fore, for organizations and appliances that will handle them
when they come. Originally the function of extinguishing
fires was left to private enterprise. The first fire-insurance
companies were organized in London soon after the great
fire of 1666, and one of their early activities was the creation
of a fire-fighting brigade. When a company insured a
building It affixed to the wall a plate announcing the fact,
and each company confined itself to putting out the fires
in the buildings for which it thus assumed responsibility.
In course of time these various company-brigades were
consolidated, but the entire fire-fighting service was still
maintained and paid for by the insurance corporations.
It was not till 1865 that London took over tins private
service as a municipal enterprise; and even to this day,
although the brigade is now entirely under the authority
and control of the London County Council, a portion of
the annual upkeep-cost is paid by the underwriters. In
American cities the fire-extinguishing service has been public
from the beginning; but until tlxe middle of the nineteenth
century or later the work was intrusted to volunteers, or-
ganized under official auspices, who either gave their ser-
vices freely or received a small gratuity each year. The
first regularly paid fire-fighting company in the United
States was organised at Cincinnati in 1853; but Baltimore
adopted the same system in 1858, Boston in I860, New
York in 1865, and Philadelphia In 187L1 Then in due
course the volunteer brigades la all the other large cities
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